_ | KPR OT
L/IEL%”Q%‘E?LVJGSE:PS% LOCAL

Asbestos-containing Vermiculite

A resource for ETFO Kawartha Pine Ridge
Teacher and Occasional Teacher Locals

December 8, 2011



This resource from your ETFO KPR Teacher and Occasional Teacher Locals is a
guide for dealing with health concerns about vermiculite insulation in some
KPRDSB schools. The resource describes why vermiculite is a health risk in these
schools and what can be done if you believe your health could be affected.

Your ETFO KPR Teacher and Occasional Teacher Locals are hosting a joint
information session on Tuesday January 17" 5:00 p.m at South Monagan P.S.
with our OSSTF colleagues. Please join us.

Vermiculite insulation is a health concern in at least TEN KPRDSB
schools/worksites.

Vermiculite insulation has been leaking from the walls in ten KPRDSB
schools/worksites. In addition, vermiculite insulation was also used in two
KPRDSB schools that are now closed. The vermiculite is known to contain
asbestos. Asbestos is a health hazard. The affected schools are listed here.

Which schools are we talking about?

The following schools are known to have asbestos-containing vermiculite in
masonry walls or between masonry and brick walls:

* Hillcrest PS
* Keith Wightman PS
* Kirby PS

* North Cavan PS
* North Hope PS
* Orono P.S. (confirmed Dec 7/11)
* Westmount PS
* Norwood District Secondary School
* Lakeshore Facilities Centre (formerly Newtonville PS)
¢ Community Training and Development Centre (Cobourg) —CTDC
The school board has also identified two schools that are now decommissioned:
* Kendall PS
* Lockhart PS
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Vermiculite is a mica-like mineral that was valued as an insulation product
because it was cheap, fire resistant and easy to work with. The vermiculite
insulation that was used in identified KPR schools was mined in Libby, Montana.
Libby vermiculite is known to contain small amounts of asbestos. Because this
vermiculite insulation is a loose fill product, the asbestos fibres can easily become
airborne. Inhaling asbestos fibres can lead to asbestos-related disease.

Vermiculite is seen as tiny, shiny flakes

The length of time that the vermiculite insulation has been leaking into these
schools is unknown. ETFO members with work experience in these schools may
have been exposed to airborne asbestos fibres that were released from the
spilled vermiculite. Although the risk of asbestos exposure from spilled
vermiculite appears to be small, it remains a health concern.

Ontario has rules about asbestos

In Ontario, there is a regulation just for asbestos (Ontario Regulation 278/05). This

regulation comes under the Occupational Health and Safety Act. School boards

must follow the rules in Ontario’'s asbe
an updated asbestos management plan in use at each of its school sites. The

asbestos management plan for each school site must state where the asbestos is;

what condition it is in; and what is being done to protect people from asbestos

exposure.
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What to do if you are concerned

If you have a work history that includes one or more of the schools listed above,
then you may have been exposed to asbestos-containing vermiculite. ETFO
recommends that you take three actions. Consult your doctor about potential
health risks. Complete and submit a WSIB Worker Exposure Incident Form.
Attend the information session on January 17

Why the WSIB Worker Exposure Incident Form is important

Ontario’s Workplace Safety & I nsurance
employees and employers to report unexpected exposure to a dangerous

substance. This WSIB program is called PEIR, the Program for Exposure Incident

Reporting. The purpose of this voluntary program is to gather information about

the exposure, while it is readily available, in case the worker becomesiill in the

future. The information about the exposure is stored safely in the PEIR database

at WSIB. Taking part in the PEIR program also gives the worker access to expert

advice from WSIB on workplace safety and prevention. When you complete and

submit the Worker Exposure Incident Form you become part of the PEIR program.

Are you concerned about asbestos exposure?

Talk to your doctor

ETFO is advising members who have worked in these schools to talk with their
doctor about the potential for workplace exposure to asbestos; and to request
that this concern be noted in their medical record. A sample letter for your doctor
will be available shortly.

Complete and submit a WSIB Worker Exposure Incident Form

Completion of the WSIB Exposure Incident Form is voluntary. A recent KPRDSB
memo to staff about asbestos-containing vermiculite refers to the voluntary WSIB
Worker Exposure Incident Form. The form is available from WSIB, ETFO or the
school board. The WSIB Worker Exposure Incident Form is completed and
submitted directly to WSIB by the ETFO member. If you decide to complete and
submit this form, ETFO can also help you with the task at the information session.
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What happened at Keith Wightman Public School?

Last June, ETFO asked Ministry of Labour (MOL) to investigate concerns about the
removal of asbestos pipe insulation at the school. While preparing for the MOL
investigation, ETFO found an asbestos assessment report that showed vermiculite
insulation had been leaking from the masonry walls into two classrooms. The
report indicated that the vermiculite contained asbestos. The vermiculite leakage
had occurred where the ceiling trusses had pierced the masonry wall. The
vermiculite had spilled onto the upside of ceiling tiles and then sifted into the
workspace. The school board had cleaned it up. Staff had not been informed
about the vermiculite leakage or the clean-up.

Further investigation showed that vermiculite leakage was occurring in other
areas of the school. Vermiculite insulation was found leaking from places where
machinery, pipes, bolts and ceiling trusses had pierced the masonry walls. It was
also discovered that wall damage had caused vermiculite release. The two
classrooms where vermiculite had first been found remained problem areas.

The Ministry of Labour inspector wrote orders that required the school board to
fix the vermiculite leakage at Keith Wightman PS and reassess the asbestos
management plan at this site.

ETFO has appealed the MOL order to the Ontario Labour Relations Board (OLRB).
ETFO wants the MOL to write new orders that require the school board to fix the
vermiculite leakage and to reassess the asbestos management plans at all
affected school sites. In January, the OLRB will meet with ETFO, the MOL and the
school board to address this ETFO appeal.
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Vermiculite insulation has leaked from the masonry walls.

What happens next?

The school board originally identified nine schools with vermiculite problems
but the list grew to ten just this week (December 7th). Two former KPR schools

have also been identified as sites that were insulated with asbestos-containing
vermiculite.

Even though the school board has worked to stop vermiculite leakage by mending

cracks and filling holes, vermiculite debris continues to be found in the ten

affected school s. ETFO also has concer
worksites that have vermiculite insulation and that the list may continue to grow

in the coming weeks and months. We are requesting that the Board conduct a

more thorough review of all sites.

KPRDSB has developed a six-month plan for dealing with vermiculite leakage at
these schools. The six month plan focuses on monthly inspection of work areas,
and clean-up of vermiculite debris that is found there.

ETFO has informed the Ministry of Labour thatthes ¢ h o0 o | sibnorthrpdn s
to manage vermiculite does not protect the school community from asbestos
exposure.
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ETFO is here to help

If you have concerns about any form of asbestos in your school, including
asbestos containing vermiculite, please report those concerns to your principal.
Speak to your steward. Contact your KPR Local for support.

Please join us for the information session on Tuesday January 17" at
South Monaghan P.S. (Hwy 28, Bailieboro.)

The session will begin at 5:00 p.m.

In order to have ample seating, refreshments, etc PLEASE REGISTER
YOUR ATTENDANCE BY E-MAILING admin@kpretfo.ca before January
13",

This is your chance to ask questions of your ETFO Health and Safet
Representatives and a representative ofOtt@ipational Health Clinics
for Ontario WorkerfOHCOW

David Wing, President

Y6 NGIKF tAyS wAR3IS 9t SYSyulNE ¢SI OKSNE
705-743-8573

president@kpretfo.ca

Marsha Jones, President

Kawartha Pine Ridge Occasional ¢ S OKSNBE Q [ 201
705-743-7364

contact@kproccasionals.com

Mike Jessop, KPR ETFO Teacher Local Health and Safety Representative
Victor Krueuz, KPR ETFO OT Local Health and Safety Representative
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